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THE SOUTH'S CONTRIBUTION TO HISTORY. 

The following is taken from a' pamphlet, published in 1891 by T. K. 
Oglesby, of Montgomery, Alabama, entitled "The Britannica Answered 
and the South Vindicated": 

The first President of the United States, and the most 
illustrious American — "the man first in war, first in peace, and 
first in the hearts of his countrymen," under whose leadership 
the colonies won their independence, and on whom, by com- 
mon acclaim, is bestowed the title, "the father of his country" — 
was a Southern man. 1 

The first President of the Continental Congress was a 
Southern man, 2 and a Southern member of that Congress was 
the author and mover of the adoption of the resolution de- 
claring the Colonies free and independent States. 3 

The greatest American orator — the man whose words most 
inspired the American heart and nerved the American arm in 
the struggle for independence — was a Southern man. 4 

The author of the Declaration of Independence — the most 
famous production of an American pen — was a Southern man, 5 
and when the people of the United States met to celebrate the 
Centennial of that Declaration, it was a Southern man who 
was selected to write the poem for the opening of the Cen- 
tennial. 6 

"The father of the Constitution" was a Southern man ; 7 its 
greatest expounder — the greatest American jurist — was a 
Southern man ; 8 and when, in the fulness of time, the peoples 
of the Union came to celebrate the Centennial of the immortal 

1 George Washington. 

2 Peyton Randolph. 

3 Richard Henry Lee. 
* Patrick Henry. 

5 Thomas Jefferson. 
8 Sidney Lanier. 
■ .lames Madison. 
a John Marshall. 
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instrument, it was a Southern man who was chosen orator of 
that memorable and imposing occasion. 

For more than half the period of its existence the Govern- 
ment formed by that Constitution has been administered by 
Presidents who were Southern men, and the years of their ad- 
ministration mark immeasurably the most splendid and pros- 
perous eras of the Union. It was the statesmanship of a 
Southern President, 10 seconded by the ability of a Southern 
diplomat, 11 that extended the boundary of the United States 
from the Gulf of Mexico and the Mississippi River to the 
Pacific Ocean on the northwest, thus adding to them a terri- 
tory greater in extent than their original limits ; it was South- 
ern valor and Southern statesmanship that carried the bound- 
ary on the southwest from the Sabine to the Rio Grande, and 
added Texas, New Mexico and California to the United 
States — an addition of 20,000 square miles more than the or- 
iginal thirteen States had ; 12 it was the prowess of a Southern 
soldier 13 that secured to the Republic all that territory north- 
west of the Ohio River, of which the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin were afterwards made; the 
policy that made that territory public domain — the common 
property of all the States — was the policy that has done more 
than any other to build up the Union, and it is indebted for that 
policy to the wisdom and patriotism of the Southern States of 
Maryland and Virginia — to Maryland for proposing and 
urging it, and for Virginia for acceding to it, (for that territory 
belonged to her,) and giving it to the United States for the 
sake of the Union she furnished, the crowning proof of her 
devotion to that Union, and became the "mother of States" as 
she was already the "mother of statesmen ;" and the men who 
blazed the way for civilization in that vast resnon beyond the 
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Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains — the most famous 
American explorers and adventurers — were Southern men. 14 

For nearly two-thirds of the period of its existence has the 
Supreme Court of the United States — the sheet-anchor of the 
government — been presided over by Southern men, and their 
decisions constitute by far the wisest, purest and most luminous 
pages of the record of that august tribunal. 

The writer of our national anthem was a Southern man; 1 " 
the author of the Emancipation Proclamation was of Southern 
birth and lineage ; 16 and of the contemporary American states- 
men known as "the great trio; 17 two were Southern men, and 
it was one of these two whose statesmanship and patriotism 
twice saved the Union from dismemberment. 

The first shot in the second war of the United States with 
England was fired by a Southern man ; 18 the most distinguished 
soldiers of that war were Southern men ; the most complete and 
overwhelming defeat that any English army has ever experi- 
enced was inflicted by Southern troops commanded by a South- 
ern man ; 19 the man who performed what Admiral Nelson called 
"the most daring act of the age," and who received the thanks 
of all Europe for overthrowing the Barbary powers and putting 
an end to their inhuman cruelties, was a Southern man ; 20 and 
the most distinguished soldiers of the war with Mexico were 
Southern men. 21 

The first candidate of the Abolition party for the Presi- 
dency of the United States was a Southern man ; 22 so was its 

"Dr. Thomas Walker, Daniel Boone, William Clark, Meriwether 
Lewis, John C. Fremont, etc. 
10 Francis S. Key. 
"Abraham Lincoln. 
"Clay, Calhoun and Webster. 
"Captain John Kodgers, of Maryland. 
™ Andrew Jackson, at New Orleans. 

20 Stephen Decatur. 

21 Winfield Scott, Zachary Taylor, Robert B. Lee, etc. 
"James G. Birney. 



1 14 William and Mary Quarterly. 

second candidate, 23 and so was its fourth and last and only 
elected candidate. 

The first Sunday-school established in America was in a 
Southern State; 24 the first American to establish schools ex- 
clusively for the education of young women was a Southern 
man ; 25 the first female college in the world was established in 
a Southern State f' the first post-graduate medical school in this 
country — the New York Polyclinic and Hospital — was estab- 
lished by a Southern physician ; 27 the first agricultural journal 
in this country was established by a Southern man; 28 and the 
first native Methodist itinerant in America was a Southern 
man. 29 

The man who first gave a complete description of the Gulf 
stream — who first marked out specific routes to be followed in 
crossing the Atlantic — who first instituted the system of deep- 
sea sounding — who first suggested the establishment of tele- 
graphic communication between the continents by cable on the 
bed of the ocean, and who indicated the line along which the 
existing cable was laid, was a Southern man ; 30 and it was a 
Southern man who originated the plan for splicing the cable in 
mid-ocean. 31 

It was a Southern man who was declared by the French 
Academy of Sciences to have done more for the cause 
of agriculture than any other living man ; 32 it was a Southern 
man who was the inventor of the Catling gun; the in- 
ventor of the machinery that first propelled a boat by 



33 John C. Fremont. 

34 At Savannah, Georgia. 
33 John Lyle, of Virginia. 

"The Wesleyan Female College, Macon, Georgia. 

37 John A. Wyeth, of Alabama'. 

38 "The American Farmer," by John S. Skinner, of Maryland. 
3 * William Waters, of Maryland and Virginia. 

" Matthew F. Maury. 
31 JJr. James C. Palmer. 
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steam was a Southern man ; 33 the first steamship that crossed 
the Atlantic went from a Southern city, whose name it bore 
and whose citizens had it built, 84 and its engine was constructed 
by a Southern man. 35 The inventor of the first comprehensive 
system of ciphers used by the Associated press, 36 and of the 
first pyrotechnic system of signals in the United States, 37 and 
the author of international fog-signals 38 — each of these was a 
Southern man. 

That which has been pronounced the most original discov- 
ery ever made in physical science by an American, was made 
by a Southern man ; 39 the physician who first used sulphuric 
ether to produce anaesthesia for surgical operations, 40 the suc- 
cessful performer of the first operation for extirpation of the 
ovary on record — "the father of ovariotomy," 41 the man dis- 
tinguished as the greatest lithotomist of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, 42 and the world's greatest gynecologist, 43 — were all 
Southern men. 

The most learned American mineralogist, 44 the greatest 



33 James lluimsey, of Maryland. 

34 Savannah. 

35 Daniel Dod, of Virginia. 

'•" Alexander Jones, M. D., of North Carolina. 

37 Henry J. Rogers, of Maryland. 

38 Samuel P. Griffin, of Georgia. 

38 The discovery of oxygen in the sun by Photography, by Henry 
Draper, of Virginia. 

10 Crawford VV. Long, of Georgia. 
"Ephraim McDowell, of Virginia. 

42 Benjamin W. Dudley, of Virginia. 

43 J. Marion Sims, of South Carolina. 

"John Lawrence Smith, of South Carolina. Me was employed by 
the Turkish Government to explore its mineral resources, and it still 
derives part of its income from his discoveries. He received the order 
of Niehan Iftabar and that of the Medjudieh from that government, 
and the order of St. Stanislas from Russia, and the cross of the Legion 
of Honor from Napoleon III. He was also inventor of the inverted 
microscope. 
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American naturalist, 45 the most famous American musician, 46 
the artist known as the "American Titian, 47 the greatest Ameri- 
can architect, 48 and the world's greatest chess-player, 49 were all 
Southern men, as are the greatest American tragedian 60 and 
the most noted American dramatist, 51 and the only woman who 
was the wife of a governor, the sister of a governor, the niece 
of a governor, the mother of a governor, and the aunt and the 
fostermother of a governor was a Southern woman. 52 

(To all of which facts adduced by Mr. Oglesby may be 
added that the first college to announce the lecture, honor and 
elective systems of study in the United States was a Southern 
college — William and Mary College — and the same institution 
had the first intercollegiate fraternity — Phi Beta Kappa So- 
ciety — the first school of modern languages, the first school of 
law, the first school of political economy and the first school of 
history. John Clayton, of Virginia, who wrote Flora Virginica, 
was one of the earliest botanists. Then it was George Wythe, 
of Virginia, who first asserted from the bench the right and 
power of the judiciary to set aside a legislative act conflicting 
with the Constitution. The most living State paper outside of 
the Constitution is the message of James Monroe, announcing 
the Monroe Doctrine. Edmund Ruffin, of Virginia, was prob- 
ably the most scientific farmer of his day ; he taught the value 
of green marl, the recuperative power of leguminous plants 
and the rotation of crops, redeeming Tide-water Virginia and 
adding two hundred millions of dollars to the value of its lands 
in the twenty years just before the war. The founder of the 



*'- Audubon. 
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47 Allston. 

48 Henry H. Richardson, of Louisiana. 
"Paul Morphy. 

"Edwin Booth. 

"Augustin Daly. 

'- Mrs. Richard Manning, of South Carolina. 
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Massachusetts Institute of Technology of Boston — one of the 
earliest and greatest institutions of its kind, was William B. 
Rogers, who was a student and professor in William and Mary 
College. In 1862 it was the iron-clad Virginia, constructed, 
officered and manned by Southern men, that revolutionized 
naval architecture by defeating the powerful Federal fleet of 
wooden vessels, and became the model on which modern war- 
ships are built. Finally, it was a Virginian — Doctor Walter 
Reed — who proved that yellow fever was communicated by a 
certain kind of mosquito. — Editor.) 

***** 

Not only is it true that but for the genius, patriotism and 
valor of Southern men the United States could not have won 
their independence in the War of the Revolution — that the 
bond which afterwards bound the States together in a Federal 
Union, was chiefly the creation of Southern statesmanship — 
that the subsequent enlargement of the Union to a size twice 
as great as its original dimensions was the achievement of 
Southern statesmanship and valor — that it was a Southern 
statesmen whose patriotism twice saved it from impending dis- 
solution — not only are all these things true, but it is also true 
that without the SoutlVs contribution to the Union cause dur- 
ing the war between the States, that cause would have been 
"the lost cause." 

The history of that war shows that many of the bravest 
and most distinguished soldiers and officers of the Union army 
and navy were Southern men. The President of the United 
States during that war was a man of Southern birth and lin- 
eage. But for Andrew Johnson, a Southern man, who was 
Vice-President under Lincoln, Tennessee would have been lost 
to the Union, and but for Francis P. Blair, a Southern man, 
who was a general in the Union army, Missouri would, in all 
likelihood, have joined the Confederacy. 1 Tt was General 

1 Mr. L. E. Chittenden, who was Register of the United States 
Treasury during the war between the States, lias recently published a 
book entitled "Recollections of Mr. Lincoln," in which he says that 
one of the most critical periods in the existence of Hie Union was the 
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George H. Thomas, of Virginia, who stood like a rock between 
the Union army and destruction at Chickamauga, and at Chat- 
tanooga and Mission Ridge dealt the Confederacy blows from 
which it never recovered. The same general had previously 
saved the Union army at Mill Springs and Murfresboro, and 
shattered Hood's army to pieces at Nashville. A distinguished 
Confederate has said that those two Southern men — Andrew 
Jackson and George H. Thomas — dug the grave of the Con- 
federacy. 

It was General Nelson, a Southern man in the Union army, 
who first came to Grant's relief in Shiloh, and saved him from 
destruction there; Newton, a Virginian, commanded the first 
corps of the Union army at Gettysburg, and was afterwards 
chief of engineers of the United States army ; and we have 
General Sherman's word for it that "one of the chief causes of 
Lee's surrender was the skilful, hard march the night before, 
of the troops under General Ord," another Southern man in 
the Union army. The standard work on ordnance in the 
United States army during the war between the States, was by 
a Southern man — Laidley, of Virginia. Besides those named, 
there were many other distinguished soldiers in the Union 
army who were Southern men; and its surgeon-general was a 
Southern man. 

day appointed for the official count of the Presidential vote of 1860, 
which took place in the presence of both houses of Congress on Feb- 
ruary 13, 1861. Mr. Chittenden asserts that this was a moment of 
imminent danger to the Union, for it was, he says, the day appointed 
for the seizure of Washington and the accomplishment of a revolution 
by armed bodies of men hostile to the inauguration of Lincoln, and 
determined upon preventing it, in that way, the counting of the vote; 
and he declares that he believed at the time, and has never since 
doubted, that the country was indebted for the peaceful count of the 
electoral vote, for the proclamation of the election of Mr. Lincoln, and 
for the suppression of the revolution projected for that day, to Major- 
General Scott and Vice-President Breckenridge. Commenting on this, 
the New York Sun says: "It is assuredly a curious fact, if fact it be, 
that two men, both Southern born, should, on February 13, 1861, have 
carried the republic safeJy through one of the most imminent perils 
that ever threatened its existence." 
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Admiral Farragut, the greatest naval commander on the 
Union side, was a Southern man ; so was his fleet captain and 
chief-of-staff, his fleet engineer, and his fleet surgeon. The 
commander of his flag ship in the battle of Mobile Bay was a 
Drayton, of South Carolina ; and the ship selected to accom- 
pany his flag-ship in that battle was commanded by a Southern 
man. The blockade vessel that captured more prizes than any 
other during the war was commanded by a Southerner; a 
Southerner commanded the Monitor that captured the Confed- 
erate iron-clad in Warsaw Sound; it was a Southern officer in 
the United States navy who, at Pensacola, performed what 
Admiral Porter says was, without doubt, the most gallant 
cutting-out affair that occurred during the war, and of whom 
Mr. Greeley makes special complimentary mention in his his- 
tory, and to whom Mr. Lincoln personally expressed his grati- 
tude ; 53 the commander of the iron-clad division of the fleet at 
the attack on Fort Fisher — to whom, more than to any other 
officer, was due the capture of that fort — was a Virginian ; and 
a North Carolinian commanded the ship that sunk the Alabama, 
the famous Confederate vessel commanded by Raphael Semmes. 

Finally, there were in the Union armies more than 300,000 
men- from the Southern or slave-holding States, exclusive of 
the more than 200,000 negroes who were taken from their 
Southern owners and mustered into the military service of the 
Union — making in all more than half a million men the United 
States Government had from the South itself with which to 
fight the Confederacy — largely more than half the entire num- 
ber of troops in the Confederate armies. 



"THE GREAT REBELLION" AT PRINCETON. 

In April, 1807, occurred some riotous proceedings at 
Princeton, which are known as the "Great Rebellion." Among 
the students "expelled" was Abel P. Upshur, of Northampton 
County, Virginia, who afterwards became Secretary of State 

53 John H. Russell, of Maryland. 



